Philharmonia Voices

Tenors and basses sought to join Philharmonia Voices 

for two performances of
Schoenberg – Gurrelieder

Friday 27 February, 2009 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

Saturday 28 February
 
Royal Festival Hall, London 





(Recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio 3)

Philharmonia Voices is recruiting 40 additional male voices from among London’s leading amateur choirs to sing in two performances of Gurrelieder in February 2009.  Selected by audition, the 40 successful applicants will sing alongside 48 professional tenors and basses from Philharmonia Voices, together with the ladies of the City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus.
Details of the rehearsal schedule and audition process can be found on page 2.

The performances are a major highlight of the Philharmonia’s ‘City of Dreams’ series, a 9-month exploration of the art and culture of Vienna in the years around 1900. Conducted by Esa-Pekka Salonen, the orchestra’s new Principal Conductor, the cast boasts a world-class line-up of soloists. As all performances of this work,  these concerts are very keenly anticipated, and are expected to be completely sold out. The Royal Festival Hall performance will be recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio 3. 
Gurrelieder, written in 1903 as the climactic work of Schoenberg’s late romantic period but not performed until 1913, is one of the most spectacular scores of the twentieth century.  Scored for two orchestras, four choirs, five soloists and a narrator, it is intensely romantic, deeply Expressionist and contains some of the most sumptuous orchestral writing in the repertoire. The chorus sing in the second half of the work, when the male voices of the chorus are thrillingly deployed in three 4-part choirs. The female voices are reserved until the final climax of the work, crowning one of the most awesome depictions of sunrise in all of music.
The principal chorus master for this project will be Simon Halsey, who prepared the chorus for Sir Simon Rattle’s acclaimed recording of the work. He will be assisted by Aidan Oliver and by the language coach Norbert Meyn.  Philharmonia Voices’ last appearance with Esa-Pekka Salonen was as the male chorus in Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex earlier this year: a Sunday Times review described the choir as  ‘a professional choir, and a spectacularly good one, too.’
See page 2 for schedule and audition information.
CHORUS SCHEDULE

February 2009
Prior rehearsals (taken by Simon Halsey):

Tues 10

19.00 – 21.45
The Warehouse, Theed St, London SE1 8ST (nr Waterloo)

Thurs 12
19.00 – 21.45
The Warehouse, Theed St, London SE1 8ST (nr Waterloo)
Tues 17

19.00 – 21.45
Venue TBD
Thurs 19
19.00 – 21.45
Venue TBD
Sun 22

14.00 – 17.00
Henry Wood Hall, SE1 4U:    Conductor’s piano rehearsal
Tue 24

18.00 – 21.00
Walthamstow Assembly Hall:    Tutti rehearsal
Fri 27 

11.00 – 14.00
Symphony Hall, Birmingham*




Rehearsal for evening (tutti) – chorus call time TBC.


 19.30
 
CONCERT
Sat 28

11.00 – 14.00
Royal Festival Hall




Rehearsal for evening (tutti) – chorus call time TBC


19.30 

CONCERT
*Coach travel to and from Birmingham-London will be provided for all chorus members.

Conductor


Esa-Pekka Salonen
Soloists



Tove (soprano)

Soile Isokoski

Waldtaube (mezzo)
Monica Groop 

Waldemar (tenor)

Stig Andersen

Klaus-Narr (tenor)
Andreas Conrad

Bauer (bass)

Ralf Lukas

Speaker 


Barbara Sukowa 

Chorus:



Philharmonia Voices (88 male voices)





City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus (c.90 female voices)
Principal Chorus Master: Simon Halsey





Assistant Chorus Master: Aidan Oliver





Audition information:

Applications for audition are invited on the form overleaf, to be sent (by e-mail or post) to Aidan Oliver by close of play on Tuesday 6 January 2009. 
There are three alternative audition sessions available, all to be held at St Margaret’s Church, Westminster (in Parliament Square, next to Westminster Abbey):

· Sun 11 Jan

17.30 – 21.00
· Thurs 15 Jan
17.30 – 20.30
· Fri 16 Jan  

18.30 – 21.30
You are asked to give your availability for the three sessions and we will do our best to allocate a time to your convenience. Each audition will last no more than 10 minutes. At the audition, you will be asked to sing some vocal exercises, and to sing the tenor/bass chorus part (as appropriate) in two short sections of ‘Wie lieblich sind die Wohnungen’ from Brahms’s German Requiem. Further details will be sent to all those invited for audition.
Schoenberg – Gurrelieder, Feb 2009

Audition application form

(Please include all relevant information – there is no need to maintain the exact  format of this Word document)
	Name:     

	Date of Birth:   

	Choir(s) you currently sing with regularly:

Other relevant choral experience (present and previous – give approximate years if possible):

Voice type (tenor / bass):  

Preference for 1st or 2nd: 



	Audition availability:

Please rank in order of preference (i.e. 1, 2, or 3) or mark ‘N/A’ if not available.  If you are only available for part of the time slot, please specify times:

· Sun 11 Jan
17.30 – 21.00:    
· Thurs 15 Jan
17.30 – 20.30:

· Fri 16 Jan  
18.30 – 21.30:
Please do try to give as much availability as possible to help in our scheduling. 

Auditions take place at St Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey, Parliament Square. Full details will be sent to those invited for audition.

	Address:   
Postcode:   



	Phone:  

Mobile:  


	E-mail: 
(We would like to make e-mail the main point of contact throughout the project.)

	Please note that singers accepted for the project will need to commit to the full rehearsal schedule – 

it will not be possible to grant N/A requests.


The closing date for applications is Tuesday 6 January 2009.  Please send by post or email to:


aidan.oliver@westminster-abbey.org


Aidan Oliver, St Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey, London SW1P 3PA
