The English Arts Chorale
The English Arts Chorale is an ambitious, auditioned choir of up to 70 members based in Reigate, Surrey.

Founded by its conductor, Leslie Olive, in 1980, the EAC has broadcast for BBC radio, sung at the Royal Festival Hall and the Barbican, and worked with the Philharmonia Orchestra and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, under conductors including Klaus Tennstedt and Sir Roger Norrington. Its soloists have included a galaxy of highly-regarded names including Sir Willard White, Susan Gritton, Sheila Armstrong, Neil Jenkins and Ian Bostridge.

It has also sung Messiah in a muddy field (at the Greenbelt Festival), Carmina Burana in a public park (at Reigate Summer Music Festival), and all three Elgar oratorios (The Apostles, The Kingdom, and The Dream of Gerontius) in the same week (1993 RSM). It has sung Vaughan Williams' Pilgrim's Progress in Dorking and A Sea Symphony at Snape Maltings and The Dream of Gerontius three times in three weeks in the spectacular Smetana Hall in Prague and Ely and Rochester cathedrals.  It has performed in other prestigious venues such as the Queen Elizabeth Hall, the Barbican, St John’s College Chapel, Cambridge, Fairfield Halls,  and St Edmundsbury, Manchester, Wells, Peterborough, Lichfield, Southwark, Arundel and Guildford Cathedrals and has toured Paris, Belgium and the Czech Republic.   It has been coached by Brian Kay, Jeremy Jackman and Robert Dean.

It has raised thousands of pounds for charity, and ran one of the first choral training programmes for adult beginners, introducing hundreds to choral singing.

The English Arts Chorale routinely performs at least one major work per season entirely from memory, creating performances of immense energy and focus. In autumn 2008, the Chorale began a series of recordings, starting with Brahms' original two-piano version of Ein Deutsches Requiem. The Chorale’s Mission Statement is:
To share with everyone the profound human and spiritual experience of great music

Leslie Olive, conductor and artistic director of The English Arts Chorale and The Music Trust (a registered charity No. 1071501), is a choir trainer, conductor, composer, arranger, educator, and writer on music, as well as a powerful advocate for music.
Leslie was born in Wales and grew up in Surrey, studying music at Reigate Grammar School. He studied music at Reading University and conducting at The Royal Academy of Music. As a young teacher he founded and directed one of Kent's most successful youth choirs. Director of Music at Reigate Parish Church from 1980, he was later invited by the BBC to become the first music director of Radio 4's new-style Daily Service, where he directed numerous broadcasts.

At his heart is a passionate desire to share music with the whole world. For over twenty-five years he has pursued that vision, through the English Arts Chorale and Reigate Summer Music, and also by work with children and senior citizens and pioneering the INROAD choral courses for beginners. He has conducted The Philharmonia Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra, The London Mozart Players, and the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, and a range of choirs.
Associate Musical Director and accompanist Ian le Grice has had a long association with the Temple Church which began in 1957 when he joined the choir as a treble. He went on to assist Sir George Thalben-Ball unofficially, playing the organ for recordings, broadcasts, concerts and services with the Temple Church choir until 1982 when Dr John Birch succeeded Sir George and Ian le Grice was officially appointed Assistant Organist. He continued in this position after the retirement of Dr Birch and works closely with the present Director of Music, James Vivian, and the Associate Organist, Greg Morris. As a tribute to the late Sir George Thalben-Ball he recorded The Temple Church Legacy (Priory Records PRCD 569) and he is the organist on The Veil of the Temple, a Sony double CD of a shortened version of Sir John Tavener's magnum opus for which he played at the world premiere in 2003 under the direction of Stephen Layton.
Ian received his early musical training as a Junior Exhibitioner at the Royal College of Music and as a Chorister at the Temple Church, London. He continued his studies at the Royal College of Music, gaining diplomas in piano and organ, and winning the Geoffrey Tankard Organ Prize.  He has maintained his association with the Temple Choir, accompanying them on many occasions for services, concerts and broadcasts, and recording with them under the direction of the late George Thalben-Ball and Sir David Wilcocks. In 1982 he was appointed Assistant Organist of the Temple by the Honourable Societies of the Inner and Middle Temple. In addition to his recital activities, which include frequent appearances at the Fairfield Halls, he is Musical Associate of the English Arts Chorale, accompanist to the Croydon Philharmonic Society and a visiting lecturer at the University of Surrey, Roehampton. His association with the St Cecilia Chorus, Banstead Musical Society, began in 1983 when he was appointed accompanist.
May 16th 2009 Concert – Chichester Cathedral
This will be a concert for unaccompanied choir.  The main work will be Rachmaninov’s Vespers.  EAC have performed this work five times since 2004, in Arundel Cathedral (twice), St John’s College Chapel, Cambridge and at St Mary’s Church Reigate (twice).  At the 2008 Reigate Summer Music, a candlelight performance of the work in St Mary’s closed the Festival.
For the Chichester concert, the complete programme will be:

Rachmaninov

Vespers (All Night Vigil)

Lauridsen

O magnum mysterium

Byrd


Mass for four Voices (Chamber performance)

This same concert will be given at St Edmundsbury and Ely Cathedrals on 25th and 26th April, 2009 respectively.

