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Symphony Silicon Valley Chorale

Elena Sharkova is recognized nationally and internationally as an inspirational and effective conductor, master teacher, adjudicator of music competitions, and keynote speaker at professional conferences.  She has conducted professional, university, youth, and community choirs and orchestras in 16 countries – from Russia to Middle East, US to Western and Eastern Europe, Scandinavia and the Baltics to Canada. 

As guest conductor, Elena has appeared in such prestigious concert halls as New York’s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, Chicago Orchestra Hall, San Francisco Davies Symphony Hall, Chicago Orchestra Hall, St. Petersburg’s Glinka Kapella and Moscow Conservatory’s Tchaikovski Hall.

Maestra Sharkova holds two graduate degrees in conducting from Russia and the US. Her academic career started at St.Petersburg State Conservatory in Russia, led her to Western Michigan University and eventually to San Jose State University where she held the position of director of Choral studies from 2000 to 2006.

Currently in her twelfth year as the Artistic Director of Symphony Silicon Valley Chorale, Maestra Sharkova prepares and conducts five programs each season and directs chamber performances of SSV Singers – a highly selected 20-voice a cappella ensemble. As the Artistic Director of Cantabile Youth Singers of Silicon Valley since 2004, she conducts two top choirs and oversees all educational aspects of the organization that provides 200 young people ages 4-18 with an excellent choral music education.      

As an honor choir and festival clinician, Elena Sharkova has conducted at the National Convention of Kodaly Educators in 2004, the Golden Gate International Festival in 2005, the American Orff-Schulwerk Association Conference in 2008, and the Association for Music in International Schools Conference in 2009. Ms. Sharkova’s most recent engagements include Texas, Missouri, Oregon, Kansas, and Nebraska All-State Honor Choirs and the American Choral Directors Association South West Division Convention Treble Choir.
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