Come and Sing 

Faure Requiem in France

30 April – 2 May 2004  St Omer, France

We would like to invite choral singers to join us for a fun, relaxed weekend in France and the chance to perform Faure Requiem in his home country. 

St Omer is a short, easy drive from Calais, There are several places of interest locally which you may wish to visit and in the town itself, there are plenty of cafés and bars to assist you to while away an hour or two.  

If there is sufficient interest, we are planning to arrange a wine tasting on the Sunday morning. This will be a tutored tasting of six red wines, and six white wines – all French. 
The concert

The concert will be held in the town’s splendid gothic cathedral and our musical director for the weekend is David Boarder – an experienced choral conductor, teacher and Francophile. 

Singers should be familiar with the Requiem – and, ideally, have sung it fairly recently - but there will be a full rehearsal in the church. If it’s been a while since you have sung the piece, and your sight-reading is not wonderful, you might want to consider buying one of the excellent ChoraLine rehearsal tapes/CDs available from Music Dynamics. (01242 679379). We shall be singing from the Novello - Ratcliffe edition and singers should bring their own scores.

In addition to the Requiem we will also be singing the Cantique de Jean Racine (music provided) where we shall be joined by a local French choir.

Accomodation                  

We shall stay in the St Omer IBIS hotel.   The hotel is 2 star, clean, comfortable and extremely central. The town centre is about five minutes walk and the cathedral is about two minutes. All rooms have en suite bathroom and there is parking on site.

Dinner on the Friday night will be in a nearby restaurant that specialises in regional French cooking. Menus will be sent out in advance to allow everybody to make their selection. We shall also have supper together- probably in the hotel -  on the Saturday night following the concert.

Travel arrangements

This bit is up to you and is not included in the price of the weekend. St-Omer is about 45 minutes easy drive from Calais – even for people who are not used to driving on the right. It’s well signed and drivers will be given a map with full directions to the hotel – but as it’s right beside a towering gothic cathedral, its not that easy to miss.

There are good deals available from P&O and Eurotunnel – although the best leisure fares are not usually available until a few weeks before travel. Car sharing is strongly recommended. Its fun, green and really helps to keep the price down. 

What does it cost?

The cost of the weekend including the concert, two nights B&B at the IBIS, two evening meals and the wine-tasting will be £149. (Single room supplement £42)

Travel and health insurance

Insurance is not included but is easy and cheap to arrange.  You should also bring an E1 11 form with you.  

Deposit and payment

We will require a £50.00 deposit per person.  The balance of £99 is payable no later than two weeks before we leave.

Choir balance

The weekend is restricted to a maximum of forty singers and there is a need to keep a balance of voices in the choir. Early booking is strongly recommended.

Need more information?

Please contact Nick Couchman (nickc@couchman.com) or Jane Osgathorp (jane@couchman.com) or ring Nick on 01438 812100.

Faure Requiem Weekend Application Form

Please PRINT clearly

Name
…………………………………………………………………




Address
…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………



Voice (please circle)


Soprano   Alto   Tenor    Bass

Telephone Number(s)
Home …………………………. Mobile ……………………




Email address
…………………………………………………………………

Special dietary requirements?


…………………………………………………………………

Accommodation
Double

Twin (sharing with?)

Single






Cheques should be made payable to Couchman Communications -

Please return form with deposit to:

Nick Couchman 

61 London Road

Knebworth

Herts

SG3 6JE

