Here is the Gerontius newsletter for November 2008 

This newsletter contains a number of items of interest to singers and choirs. Please feel free to send this newsletter on to other members of your choir and to friends. 

We’re pleased to include a news update from Making Music, who do a great deal to support music making around the country.

This newsletter contains the first of what we hope will be a regular series of choir spotlights. The spotlight this newsletter is on the Fiori Musicali Choir, who have been celebrating their 25th anniversary this year. 

Please let us know if you would like us to feature your choir in a future newsletter.


1. What a year for singing! : News from Making Music
2. Choir spotlight : the Fiori Musicali Choir
3. Choral Music Downloads on Gerontius
4. Featured concerts on Gerontius
5. Gerontius jobs board – discount code.
6. Site Sponsors
7. Next Gerontius newsletter: mid-January


******************** 


1. What a year for singing! : News from Making Music

By Sarah Robinson, Communications Manager at Making Music

As the cold, wintry nights close in and the year draws to an end, we begin to reflect on the good, the bad and the ugly of the year vanished past. In the coming weeks, review-of-the-year features will start to pop up in the media like eager spring bulbs and, with the economic bubble burst, the report card will no doubt read ‘could have done better.’

However, despite the credit crisis, 2008 has been a fantastic year for voluntary music making – especially singing – with the BBC’s Last Choir Standing kicking things off in June by prompting the public and the media to think of choirs and singing in a new light; The Times and The Telegraph both wrote great articles on the increasing popularity of choirs. 

Making Music’s new strategic partnership with Classic FM officially launched in August with several Making Music choirs being selected for broadcast on The Full Works, including the Exmoor Singers of London, Fairhaven Singers, Cornwall Youth Choir and The Ebor Singers. 

November saw a very exciting project that I hope will leave you feeling truly inspired by the reinvigorated power of singing. This was a pilot for our Learn to Sing programme, which we ran with the Harmony Foundation (the British Association of Barbershop Singers education trust) and Egham Choral Society. The choir came to us for help with dwindling membership. The event attracted around 150 participants with over 50 new members joining the choir for rehearsals after the programme ended! We plan to roll out the scheme to other choirs needing help in the future.

We will be ending the year on a high note with Christmas songs from our members featuring on Classic FM throughout December. Moving in to the New Year, look out for a very useful article from choral clinician, Peter Broadbent (Director of ABCD) in the Making Music magazine, Highnotes. 

For more information, please see our web site:

http://www.makingmusic.org.uk


**************** 


2. Choir Spotlight : The Fiori Musicali Choir

"Have choir – will travel"

Almost from the very beginning the choir has been an intrinsic part of Fiori Musicali – one of this country’s many fine period instrument ensembles.  
Selected for the clarity and purity of their voices, Fiori’s choir (usually numbering around 20-25) took its first tentative steps in 1984 with a performance of Handel’s Messiah.  Since then, it has participated in several CD recordings with the group, including Purcell’s ode Hail! Bright Cecilia, Haydn’s Nelson Mass, and more recently a first British recording of the C minor Requiem by baroque composer JD Zelenka (METCD 1019).
Under director Penelope Rapson, the choir is challenged to sing unusual repertoire, sometimes with idiosyncratic pronunciation – the Zelenka recording for instance called for a rather abstruse Viennese-style Latin, with Czech inflections!  
As for music, the Fiori Musicali Choir sings everything from mainstream Haydn and Schubert to erotic madrigals by Gesualdo.  Music by the 16th Czech composer Turnovsky – never before performed in the UK – cropped up a year or so back.  And a recent programme concentrated on the 16th-century Flemish composer Willaert’s works for Venice.  .
One of the highlights of Fiori’s Silver Jubilee celebrations this year was a performance of Tallis’ magnificent 40-part – Spem in Alium – given to great acclaim in an isolated redundant church in the middle of the Warwickshire countryside.  One audience member confided afterwards “that was amazing - I think I’ve just been to heaven and back”.
Choir members are drawn principally from the Oxford area – professional people, students, and people associated with the university.  And there is no note bashing!  (no passengers either, and absolutely no vibrato – cardinal sin #1 as far as director Penelope Rapson is concerned.) The ethos of the choir is that every member makes a unique musical contribution (and that usually comes with some point of view, too!  which all adds to the fun.)  
Plans for 2009 include Spanish baroque music and John Taverner’s brilliant Missa Corona Spinea.  Possibly also a trip abroad.
For further details of Fiori’s work (concerts, recordings, music appreciation etc) see 
http://www.fiori-musicali.com" http://www.fiori-musicali.com


**************** 


3. Choral Music Downloads on Gerontius

As some of you know, the gerontius choral music downloads site is up and running. Our aim is to feature the best of British amateur choral singing. There is already some great music on the site to listen to. Please have a look and a listen!

http://www.gerontius.net/musicdownloads/

You can listen to a selection of tracks on the on-line radio.
http://www.gerontius.net/musicdownloads/index.php?t=browse_radio

There are a couple of excellent albums available for download. Please see Voices of Joy by Edinburgh based Cadenza, and hot off the press, A Winchester Christmas by Southern Voices.

Voices of Joy
http://www.gerontius.net/musicdownloads/members/5/albums.php
A Winchester Christmas
http://www.gerontius.net/musicdownloads/members/15/albums.php

Special offer : Get 25% off when you spend more than £5. Just enter the discount code D25 at the checkout. 

If you would like to feature some of your choir’s recordings on the site, please go to the music downloads site and create a choir account. There’s more information here:

http://www.gerontius.net/musicdownloads/index.php?t=browse_content


**************** 


4. Featured concerts on gerontius

If you would like to give your concert listings on gerontius a little extra prominence, you can now give your concerts "featured concert" status. Featured concerts are listed on the gerontius home page and on the results page for your area. See the current London page for an example:
http://www.gerontius.net/cgi-bin/event.cgi?Town=London

To set up a featured concert listing, log into your choir’s account and click on "My concerts". Cost is £2 per week.


************************************* 


5. Gerontius jobs board – discount code.

We’re pleased to send you the following member discount code. You can use the code from now until the end of December to get a 50% discount on any advert placed on the gerontius classified ads pages. That includes listings for choral jobs offered, choral artists available and items for sale. 

Discount code : G50

To place an ad, please visit
http://www.gerontius.net/classified-ads


Please feel free to pass the code on to other members of your choir. 


************************************* 

6. Site Sponsors

Many thanks to the following 


Rayburn Tours 
http://www.rayburntours.com/music-tours/

La Maison Verte
http://www.lamaisonverte.co.uk/

Music Dynamics
http://www.musicdynamics.co.uk/

ScoreStore Printed Music Ltd  
http://www.scorestore.co.uk" http://www.scorestore.co.uk

Chameleon Arts Orchestras
http://www.chameleon-arts.co.uk" http://www.chameleon-arts.co.uk

Manchester Amateur Choral Competition
http://www.themacc.org.uk/

Cambridge Early Music
http://www.cambridgeearlymusic.org/


************************************* 


7. Next Gerontius newsletter: mid-January


If you have an item you would like to include, please let us know as soon as possible so we can reserve you a space.

 
************************************* 


We always welcome feedback about the site. 


Please feel free to send this newsletter on to other members of your choir and to friends. 

If you are not receiving your own copy of this newsletter and would like to in future, please visit this page. 
On the right hand side you can subscribe to the Gerontius Newsletter.
http://www.gerontius.net/directory/


If you would prefer not to receive future newsletters, please reply to this message with subject "no news". You can also opt not to receive the newsletter by changing the option in your choir details screen on the site. 


best wishes 
Tim Ault 


Gerontius website 
http://www.gerontius.net


