Here is the Gerontius newsletter for January 2009

This newsletter contains a number of items of interest to singers and choirs. Please feel free to send this newsletter on to other members of your choir and to friends. 

We’re pleased to include details of Making Music’s annual conference. We also profile the St Albans Chamber Choir who celebrate their 50th anniversary this year. 

Newsletter contents

1. How choirs and their conductors can work better together! Find out at Making Music’s Conference 2009
2. Choir spotlight : St Albans Chamber Choir, including the world premiere of a work by Tarik O’Regan
3. Choir Tours : the Hungarian Choral Castle
4. SureScore : printed music specialists, for all your music needs
5. For Composers – Create a choral work for the 2009 Brighton Festival!
6. Would you like to learn operatic repertoire with the English National Opera? ENO’s Know the Show – Doctor Atomic
7. For Conductors : the ABCD Extended Courses 2009
8. News from the Inaugural Manchester Amateur Choral Competition 
9. Gerontius Site Sponsors
10. Next Gerontius newsletter: mid-March


******************** 


1. Making Music’s Conference 2009

This year’s Making Music’s conference will focus on the fundamental relationship between the Music Director of an amateur performing group and its managing committee. We have been working closely with the Association of British Choral Directors to help us to create a really useful programme. Key topics will include:-

* The benefits of a harmonious relationship
* Success stories: setting an example
* Appointing an MD and using contracts
* Finding the right group to conduct
* Defining roles
* Decision-making and communications
* Exploring different organisational models: from the conductor-founder’s group to the committee-run organisation with guest conductors; how to migrate from one model to another
* Artistic development, repertoire and presentation
* Audience development
* Balancing artistic aspiration with operational resource
* What to do when an MD is no longer effective
* Trouble-shooting: common problems and solutions

Who should attend? MDs and delegates from choirs, orchestras and any other instrumental groups that employ a music director.

Working in Harmony: Making Music’s Conference 2009
Saturday 5 September 2009, Leeds College of Music, 11am to 6pm

Making Music member £25* / £30
Non-member £35* / £40
*Early bird discount price

Further information will be available soon at: http://www.makingmusic.org.uk/conference

**************** 


2. Choir Spotlight : St Albans Chamber Choir

St Albans Chamber Choir has been a major contributor to the musical life of Hertfordshire and beyond since its founding in 1958.  Now in its 50th Anniversary season, it continues to strive for the highest standard of performance in varied and exciting programmes under its Conductor, John Gibbons.

The breadth of the choir’s repertoire is wide, featuring music both familiar and less well-known, from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century, including new commissions from contemporary composers.  Previous commissions have included works by John Tavener, Malcolm Singer, and Nicola LeFanu. The choir is of a size that enables it to perform music ranging from intimate a cappella pieces to larger multi-part works, and it regularly engages professional orchestras and soloists.

The Choir opens its 50th Anniversary Season on January 24th in St Albans Abbey with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in a programme that includes Martyr, a specially commissioned work based on the life of St Alban by Tarik O’Regan, and, in recognition of the 200th anniversary of the death of Haydn, his Nelson Mass.  

Future programmes include The Power of Nature on 4th July in St Albans at which Karl Jenkins and his wife will be accompanying the choir in a rare performance of A Parliament of Owls.

For further information, visit the choir’s website:

www.StAlbansChamberChoir.org.uk
 
For details of concerts in St Albans, including the choir’s 50th anniversary concert, see
http://www.gerontius.net/cgi-bin/event.cgi?Town=St.+Albans" http://www.gerontius.net/cgi-bin/event.cgi?Town=St.+Albans


**************** 


3. Hungarian Choral Castle! 

The Hungarian Choral Castle specializes in organising training camps and music workshops for choirs, singers, conductors and music teachers from all around the world. The programme could be Hungarian or international music with the assistance of outstanding and renowned Hungarian and international choir conductors and music teachers.

If you are a choir, singer or a conductor from anywhere in the world who would like to travel to the heart of Europe and experience our local Hungarian and Central Eastern European choral music, please do not hesitate to contact us. We can offer you full board accommodation, concert venue and artistic training at the same place (20 km from the city centre of Budapest, capital of Hungary - 45 min from the airport).
In addition we're located in one of the most beautiful tourist areas of Hungary and we can offer you guided sightseeing tours too!"

We hope to welcome your choir to our choral castle!

For further details please visit
http://www.choralcastle.hu" http://www.choralcastle.hu


**************** 

4. ScoreStore Music Ltd

ScoreStore is a specialist retailer of printed music run by choral singers for choral singers. If you would like advice on purchasing choral music or are simply looking for the keenest prices, ScoreStore Music should be your first port of call.  

We aim to deliver the best possible service and value to our customers which include many choirs, churches, schools and libraries.  This quote from Wellington College illustrates the relationship we try to have with all our customers:

"We have been ordering music from ScoreStore Music for several years and have found them to be exceptionally efficient, providing speedy service from their comprehensive stock, with friendly and helpful advice available when required.  Nothing is too much trouble.  We would recommend them unreservedly." – Ros Dunmore, Music Administrator.
 
When you are preparing for your next concert, please do contact us for a quote.   We offer the best possible prices, swift and knowledgeable service and are happy to extend up to two months credit to our regular customers.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Website: http://www.scorestore.co.uk/

Telephone: 0118 976 2020

Email: gerontius@scorestore.co.uk

**************** 


5. Composers – Create a choral work for the 2009 Brighton Festival!


Calling all composers …get ready for an exciting choral composition opportunity! 

Create a choral work for the celebrated Brighton Fringe Festival 2009, to be performed by The Brighton City Singers and The South London Choir under the inspired musical direction of MJ Paranzino. 

It’s a great opportunity to write for a large, high profile community choral concert with over 200 adult voices. Experience working to a deadline, and hear what your work sounds like in performance.

The concert title is Sex & Drugs & Rock’n’Roll - write whatever you feel the title means to you and convey that through your composition. 4 or 6 part harmony, a cappella, accompanied by piano or small orchestra, electronic background, a video or multimedia piece - follow whatever direction the title takes you!

All choral pieces must be submitted online at mjadmin@me.com and 
be received by the end of February at the latest. Do not hesitate to contact MJ on 020 7277 3636 if you have any questions.

Take this opportunity to create and be heard at the 2009 Brighton Fringe Festival on May 23rd at Hove Town Hall.

**************** 

6. ENO's Know the Show – Doctor Atomic

Want to try singing opera? Want to work with professionals to improve your skills?

Know the Show - Doctor Atomic is an exciting opportunity to learn choruses from John Adam's Doctor Atomic with English National Opera’s music staff, sing with and listen to ENO soloists and pick up singing tips from the pros. We are delighted that this event will be led by Music Director Stephen Higgins, a senior member of ENO’s Music Staff.
 
This event will be held at Cecil Sharpe House, 2 Regent’s Park Road, London, NW1 7AY - A central location with disability access. Saturday 28th February & Sunday 1st March 2009, 10am – 4pm (Please note these are consecutive days)

Price: £40.00 (concessions may be available, please ask ENO Baylis for details)

John Adam’s Doctor Atomic is a contemporary work which explores the gripping story of the creation of the atomic bomb; a sell out hit at The New York Metropolitan Opera, ENO is pleased to be presenting the UK premiere of this work in Spring 2009.

Know the Show is an ongoing project in which adult non-professional singers can work on operatic choral repertoire with ENO music staff and directors. Approximately 3 - 4 events are held per season covering a wide range of repetoire. Know the Show is programmed by ENO Baylis, the learning and participation team at English National Opera.

For more information, and to request an application form, call 020 7632 8484, email baylis@eno.org or visit http://www.eno.org/education/singing.php" http://www.eno.org/education/singing.php


************************************* 

7. Association of British Choral Directors : Extended Courses 2009

The abcd extended choral conducting courses are designed for anyone leading choral music of any kind, whatever their experience. There are still a few places left on this year’s courses. For details and application forms please visit: 
www.abcd.org.uk
or email sarah.guest@abcd.org.uk

************************************* 


8. The Inaugural Manchester Amateur Choral Competition

The 22nd November last year witnessed the very first Manchester Amateur Choral Competition, held at the city’s Royal Northern College of Music. A packed auditorium watched as fifteen amateur choirs from as far away as Devon and London competed for the winner’s title and cup. During the day, choirs taking part were also ‘out and about’ in the city centre, performing at the Manchester Museum and the Christmas Market in St Ann’s Square.

The competition, which was funded by the National Lottery’s ‘Awards for All’ grants scheme, was finally won by Bolton’s Cottontown Chorus, who dazzled both judges and audience alike with their harmonic abilities and dynamic choreography. You may have seen or heard them on the BBC a couple of weeks later, competing in the final of the Radio 3 Choir of the Year competition.

The Manchester Amateur Choral Competition will return on 21st and 22nd November this year, when a new Youth Choirs category will be added. For details on how your choir can register to take part please visit:

http://www.themacc.org.uk

************************************* 

9. Gerontius Site Sponsors

Many thanks to the following 


Rayburn Tours 
http://www.rayburntours.com/music-tours/

Chameleon Arts Orchestras
http://www.chameleon-arts.co.uk" http://www.chameleon-arts.co.uk

Manchester Amateur Choral Competition
http://www.themacc.org.uk/

Cambridge Early Music
http://www.cambridgeearlymusic.org/

Hungarian Choral Castle
http://www.choralcastle.hu

La Maison Verte
http://www.lamaisonverte.co.uk/

Music Dynamics
http://www.musicdynamics.co.uk/

ScoreStore Printed Music Ltd  
http://www.scorestore.co.uk" http://www.scorestore.co.uk


************************************* 


10. Next Gerontius newsletter: mid-March


If you have an item you would like to include, please let us know as soon as possible so we can reserve you a space.

You can see previous newsletters here
http://www.gerontius.net/newsletters.shtml

 
************************************* 


We always welcome feedback about the site. 


Please feel free to send this newsletter on to other members of your choir and to friends. 

If you are not receiving your own copy of this newsletter and would like to in future, please visit this page. 
On the right hand side you can subscribe to the Gerontius Newsletter.
http://www.gerontius.net/directory/


If you would prefer not to receive future newsletters, please reply to this message with subject "no news". You can also opt not to receive the newsletter by changing the option in your choir details screen on the site. 


best wishes 
Tim Ault 


Gerontius website 
http://www.gerontius.net


